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THE SITEROAST.com TUTORIAL SERIES 

 

This ebook is the first product in the 

SiteRoast.com Tutorial Series.  

The goal of the series is to simplify 

the internet and make advanced tasks easy to understand and implement, no 

matter your current abilities.  

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǳse a word processor, email application, and have ever 

purchased something over the internet, you should be able to follow any of the 

guides in the SiteRoast.com Tutorial Series. 

In the future, updates for this product as well as new educational ebooks will be 

available at SiteRoast.com. Please check in often for new products and updates. 

This ebook is offered to everyone completely free of charge. You may share it 

with as many people as you like as long as the content is left completely intact 

and no changes are made. Please report any violations of these terms to 

contactus@siteroast.com.  

http://www.siteroast.com/tutorial-series
http://www.siteroast.com/tutorial-series
mailto:contactus@siteroast.com
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COPYRIGHT AND DISCLAIMER 

 

The information provided in this ebook is ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ άŀǎ ƛǎέΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƴƻǊ 

SiteRoast.com make any guarantees that following the content within will 

produce results of any sort and are in no way responsible for loss of profit or 

commercial damages. 

 LǘΩǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŦǊŜŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ you perform 

sometimes difficult internet tasks. Use your head when on the internet. 

SiteRoast.com is not responsible for any legal jams you get yourself into. 

By downloading this product you agree to the terms of use, which simply stated 

means you will not change any part of this document. This includes leaving all 

links, logos and images intact. 

You may forward it to as many people as you wish, however you may not sell it, 

and it cannot be altered in any way without the express written consent of 

SiteRoast.com. 

If you find it useful, by all means please email it to your friends, print it out and 

ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊΣ ƻǊ ǘǿŜŜǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ 
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ABOUT THIS EBOOK 
 

Have you ever wished you had stayed more in touch with your friends 

from high school or college?  

5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƛƳŜǎ 

ǎǇŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƻƴ ŀ 

regular basis anymore? 

5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

ƎǊŜŀǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻƻΧǘƻƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎέΚ 

 

LŦ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ƭǳŎƪΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŝōƻƻƪ ƛǎ 

your answer to all those problems and more. 

In these ǇŀƎŜǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƴŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊǳƳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ 

and your friends to stay in touch and remember the glory days.  

!ƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊǳƳ ƛǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ 

If you want to talk about a hobby or anything else, these steps will apply to you as 

well. 

All you need to build your own forum and is an internet connection, beginner to 

moderate computer skills and the ability to follow directions. The ebook will do 

the rest. 

{ƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ started kick off your shoes, sit down in your favorite 

chair, and start reading. 

You (and your friends) will be glad you did.  
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Lƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ƻŦ нллуΣ L ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƴȅ ƘǳƎŜΣ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 

idea, but it did improve the rŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ Ƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ L ǎƘŀǊŜΦ !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ 

to be extremely useful and entertaining since. 

Lǘ ŀƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦ  

The picture was taken more than ten years before and was long forgotten until he 

uploaded it. It was a simple picture of a group of them dressed in their Halloween 

costumes, about to go trick-or-treating.  

Needless to say, a lot of people had something to say about the photo and before 

long over 200 comments were posted. At first they were about the picture itself, 

poking fun at one another, but then the discussion veered off and became a 

ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ άǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŜƴǎέΦ 

DǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ƻŦ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊǘǿƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

the conversation quickly gained steam within both groups. It was around the 

180th comment that I started to think we needed something more sophisticated if 

we were going to continue our discussion.  

So I thought about looking into how difficult and expensive it would be to create a 

forum. I figured this way our topics could be categorized neatly and in theory the 

talks could continue on forever. My biggest concerns were that it would be much 

too technical for me to figure out or that it would be very expensive for the 

software/programming to have it built. 

I held my breath and headed off to Google, hoping for the best and expecting the 

worst. 

What I found was shocking. 

Not only was it very simple to install forum software, but there were high quality 

forum software programs available for FREE! 
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Yes, you read that correctly. The forum software I found was 100% free and could 

be installed with only one click of a button. Now my friends and I could continue 

living the glory days! 

L ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΦ LŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ ƛǎ млл҈ ŦǊŜŜΣ ǿƘȅ ƛǎ ǘhis ebook titled 

άEasily Set Up and Install a Forum for Less Than $90έΚ  

¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎΣ ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŎƘΚέ 

The truth is there is no catch. The forum software is free, but there are a couple 

minor expenses that go with creating any website.  

These expenses are mandatory charges for owning a domain name and a web 

hosting account. LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ 

getting around them.  

{ǘƛƭƭΣ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ƭŀǳƎƘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ōǳŘŘƛŜǎΣ 

$90 is a bargain. If you want, you can always take up a collection and split the 

total among everyone who uses the site. That way it will only cost a few bucks per 

person for the year.  

tƭǳǎΣ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ŝōƻƻƪ LΩƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ǿŀȅǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊǳƳ to 

earn some money and help cover its costs. Using these methods, ƛǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ 

ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŜŀǊƴ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ȅŜŀǊƭȅ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀȅōŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ 

left over.  

Not a bad deal, huh? 

 

SOUNDS GREAT. WHERE DO I SIGN UP? 

Whoa, easy there sluggerΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǎǘŜǇǎ 

ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘΦ LΩǾŜ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ on the next 

page.  
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!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘŜǇ ŀǎ L outline, 

some of you may already be at a different starting point than others.  

LŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǎƪƛǇ ŀƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ 

for your situation.  

CƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ Ŝōƻƻƪ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΥ 

1. Choose a Forum Topic 

2. Choose a Domain Name and Forum Name 

3. Set Up a Hosting Account 

4. Install Forum Software 

5. Configure Forum Settings and Permissions 

6. Upload Forum Themes and Mods 

7. Monetize Your Forum (Optional) 

8. Create Forum Categories and Boards 

9. Spread the Word 

!ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘΗ In nine easy steps yoǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǎŜƭŦ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ Ŧƻrum.  

 

Depending on how quickly you make decisions this entire process can be 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ƘƻǳǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŜƴ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ŀǊŜ 

well worth it! 

!ƭǊƛƎƘǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǿŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ get to work. Off we go to Step 1. 
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STEP 1. CHOOSE A FORUM TOPIC 

 

In my situation choosing a forum topic was simple. It was going to be a place for 

all my friends to stay in touch, bust chops, and debate movies and video games.  

Like I said before, the idea kind of created itself and finally the light bulb went on 

for me.  

We needed a forum!  

So, for us the topic was in place from the very beginning. 

For many of you reading this, creating the same type of forum for your friends 

might sound like fun. I can tell you from my 

ƻǿƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ōƭŀǎǘΦ  

If you maintain some sort of contact with a 

group of friends from your childhood, high 

school, or college years, this type of forum is 

ŀƴ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ LǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦǳƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ 

re-builds the camaraderie.  

9ǾŜƴ ǎǘƛƭƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƳƛǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 

dozens of other directions you can go and 

ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ƭƛƳƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŦƻǊǳƳǎ ȅƻǳ 

can build. The only restrictions are time (which is one resource we cannot create 

more of) and your imagination. Be creative! 

With that said, I highly recommend that you limit the forum building to one at a 

time, at least until you get comfortable with the procedure. ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

become confused or distracted during the process. That only leads to frustration 

ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ  

Ok, LΩƳ ƻŦŦ Ƴȅ ǎƻŀǇ ōƻȄΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ back to choosing a forum topic.  

LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

only the first forum costs 

nearly $90.  

After you have one, each 

thereafter is only $10 per 

year. This is explained 

further in Step 3. 
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²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ άŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǊŜƳƛƴƛǎŎŜƴŎŜέ ǘƻǇƛŎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ 

to do the same thing, then go right ahead and move on to Step 2.  

LŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ, then you need to come up with something 

ŜƭǎŜΦ LΩǾŜ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ 

ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ōŀǎƛŎΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ Ƨƻō ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 

you.  

Your forum could be about: 

1. Any hobbies or recreational activities you might have. 

2. Any clubs or associations you belong to that might benefit from allowing 

member contact between meetings. 

3. Keeping your family in touch between holidays. 

4. Neighborhood, school or community news. 

5. Popular TV shows. 

6. Informational Q & A. 

7. Connecting with people like you (i.e. single moms, military veterans, etc.). 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǊǳƳ ǘƻǇƛŎǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƛŘŜŀǎ 

before, I hope reading this list sparked a few. 

IMPORTANT >> .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ƻƴΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƭŜŀǊΦ ¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 

already in contact with some people (approximately 10-20 or more) who you 

know would find the forum useful, be prepared to have some difficulty getting 

the forum off the ground. 

I had a great response to the forum I started for my friends because they had 

already shown interest in communicating over the internet and I was confident 

they would want to participate.  
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And they did. 

After the first hour of the site being live, there were over 15 members and 100 

posts! 

Just through word of mouth! 

CƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻƳ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ 

ƻƴ ŀ ŦƻǊǳƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŜƳǇǘȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀǎ ŜŀǎȅΦ Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ 

ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ continue, but just keep in mind that it might not take off in 

the first week or maybe even month of being published. 

There are strategies for building forum content ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ 

them in step 9. You should also be able to find other ideas by searching the web. 

LΩƳ ŀǎǎǳƳƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǘƻǇƛŎ ōȅ ƴƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘΣ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ 

Řƻ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƻƴΦ LǘΩǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƻǇƛŎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 

you start Step 2.  
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STEP 2. CHOOSE A DOMAIN AND FORUM NAME 
 

Naming your forum and deciding on a domain name are critical steps. In case you 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ŀ ŘƻƳŀƛƴ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƛŀǘŜǎ 

one site from another.   

For instance, in this case ς http://www.siteroast.com ς siteroast.com is the 

domain name.  Only one person, business or organization can own a domain 

name.  

In other words, each domain is unique. Changing one word, letter or symbol will 

take you to a completely different website. 

When choosing a domain name, I suggest you pick one that is significant to the 

ŦƻǊǳƳ ǘƻǇƛŎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ this wayΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 

building the forum for a select group, but it just makes sense. 

For example, if your forum is going to be a place for you and your college buddies 

to trash talk, you might want to include the name of the bar you all hung out at or 

ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƳŀǎŎƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳŀƛƴΦ LǘΩǎ ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƪŜŜǇǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΦ 

The forum name can be anything you want, but if possible it should be the same 

ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƳŀƛƴ ƴŀƳŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ ƛǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ it maintains 

continuity.  

Sometimes, due to availability and simplicity, the domain name will have to be 

ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊǳƳ ƴŀƳŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƪΦ  

The goal is to have a domain name that is easy to spell and remember. Try to 

keep it to four words or less, preferably less. 

Just above I touched on the fact that all domain names must be original and no 

ǘǿƻ ǎƛǘŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŘƻƳŀƛƴΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ƎǳŀǊŀntee the 

domain you want will be available.  

http://www.siteroast.com/
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¢ƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

LΩƭƭ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΦ But before we do that, take out a notepad 

and start brainstorming ideas for your forum and domain names.  

Remember, the forum name can be anything you want, but the domain cannot be 

the same as another site.  

hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŀōƻǳǘ мр-20 possible names, then we can begin testing 

ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ To test domain availabilitȅ LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎƻƴŜ ǘƻ 

www.Register.com.  

The only reason I use Register.com is because I like their interface. L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ 

ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǿŜō ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ ŘƻƳŀƛƴ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

them, mostly because they charge more and offer less than the hosting provider I 

use.   

²ŜΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ 

For now, go to www.Register.com and start typing in your potential domain 

names. Take a look at the figure below to see what I mean. 

 

http://www.register.com/
http://www.register.com/
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Put your domain ideas in the text box one at a time and press ΨŜƴǘŜǊΩ or click the 

άǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴŀƳŜέ ōƻȄΦ  

Make sure there are no spaces between the words in your domain name. If you 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǎǇŀŎŜ όǿƘƛŎƘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘύ ȅou may use a hyphen.  

Notice also that there is already a .com added to the end of the form and a www. 

added to the front. You DO NOT have to put them in the first box.  

{ƻ ƛŦ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ the availability of the domain www.testdomain.com, 

you coulŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿǊƛǘŜ άǘŜǎǘŘƻƳŀƛƴέ όǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǉǳƻǘŜǎύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘ ŀǊǊƻǿ ƛǎ 

pointing to. Then make sure the suffix is .com or whichever suffix you prefer and 

press ΨŜƴǘŜǊΩ. 

When you enter the first name, Register.com brings you to a new page which lets 

you know if the name you tried is available or not. Below you can see what 

happened when I checked the availability of www.testdomain.com. 
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!ǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ Ƴȅ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳŀƛƴ ƴŀƳŜ L ǘǊƛŜŘ ǿŀǎ 

ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǘŀƪŜƴΦ hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ to purchase testdomain.com but 

there will probably be a few of your ideas that are already taken as well.  

So since the name you entered was not available continue on down your list until 

you find one that is. When you find one put a star next to it and keep going until 

ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƛŘŜŀǎΦ  

To save some time you can enter the next domain try in the text box on that same 

ǇŀƎŜ όǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ.Ω ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭǳŜ ŎƛǊŎƭŜύ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǘ Ψ{ŜŀǊŎƘ !ƎŀƛƴΩ. Register.com will 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ōŀŎƪ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƳŀƛƴΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΦ  

!ŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ȅƻǳ 

need to choose the one you like best. Make your decision carefully because 

changing it later on is much more trouble than you want to deal with. 

When you decide on one you like move on to Step 3. 
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STEP 3. SETUP A HOSTING ACCOUNT 
 

hƪΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ŦƻǊǳƳ ǘƻǇƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀ ƴŀƳŜΦ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ 

ŘƻƳŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ  

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜȄǘΚ 

bƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǘǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ {ŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǉǳƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǎȅΣ 

buǘ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ into your pockets. Not 

too deep though, in fact not deep at all, and the benefits are well worth it.  

The hosting service I use, and the one I highly recommend, is Host Monster. It 

costs $6.95 per month or $83.40 ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ όōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘŀȄύΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǎ LΩƳ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ 

this Host Monster is currently offering a year of hosting for only $5.95/month or 

$71.40/year.  

 

 

http://www.dpbolvw.net/click-2443072-10422158
http://www.dpbolvw.net/click-2443072-10422158
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¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇǊƛŎŜǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Host Monster 

provides.  

Which brings me to my next point ς Host Monster offers many features that are 

useful when building forums.  

Here are some of the features that are of value to us: 

 Unlimited Web Hosting Space  

 Unlimited Bandwidth 

 First Domain Name Free 

 Host Unlimited Domains 

 100 MySQL Databases 

 Simple Scripts and Fantastico Support 

LΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎΦ  

Simply put, for $6.95 per month (or ϷрΦфр ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǉǳƛŎƪ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ) you can get an 

unlimited amount of server space and bandwidth. This is good because as your 

ŦƻǊǳƳΩǎ ǎƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƎǊƻǿǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎǊŀǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŜǊ 

or being charged for going over your limits. 

Another point worth mentioning is that the package comes with your first domain 

ƴŀƳŜ ŦǊŜŜΦ {ƻΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊǳƳΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ 

ǇǊƛŎŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ϷтмΦплΣ Ǉƭǳǎ ǘŀȄΦ bƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƳŀƛƴǎ Ŏƻǎǘ 

$10/year. 

However, if you decide you want to build another forum or start a website or 

blog, your account also allows for unlimited domain hosting. This means that you 

can host as many additional sites as you want on that one hosting account and 

ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ŦŜŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 

domains. 

http://www.dpbolvw.net/click-2443072-10422158
http://www.dpbolvw.net/click-2443072-10422158
http://www.dpbolvw.net/click-2443072-10422158
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The last point I want to mention is the 100 MySQL databases that Host Monster 

provides each account. Each forum installation requires us to use one MySQL 

database. So, in theory, each Host Monster hosting account can support up to 100 

ŦƻǊǳƳǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ǌǳƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜǎΦ CƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ǳǎŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅΦ 

To make things easier, Host Monster  comes with two tools that allow for one-

touch forum installations. One of them, called Fantastico, is no longer 

ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ IƻǎǘaƻƴǎǘŜǊΣ ǎƻ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ǿƻǊƪǎΦ 

The other option, called Simple Scripts is a wizard that allows users to easily install 

ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳŎƘ ƻŦ ŀ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ LǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀƴ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ 

tool, which saves hours of trying to figure out what file gets installed where. 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘŜǇ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ {ƛƳǇƭe Scripts to install your forum. 

http://www.dpbolvw.net/click-2443072-10422158
http://www.dpbolvw.net/click-2443072-10422158
http://www.dpbolvw.net/click-2443072-10422158
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STEP 4. INSTALL FORUM SOFTWARE 
 

When you log into your Host Monster ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎtŀƴŜƭ 

ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōack end features you get with your 

hosting account.  

This is what the cPanel looks like: 

 

 

 

On the right side are all the tools and scripts that are made available for you to 

ǳǎŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ CƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ŦƻǊǳƳ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŎǊƻƭƭ 

down to the Software/Services section near the bottom of the page. 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ƛƳǇƭŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǎ ŀƴŘ CŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎƻ ǿƛȊŀǊŘǎΦ [ƛƪŜ L 

ǎŀƛŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƎƴƻǊŜ CŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎƻ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Host Monster now 

recommends we use Simple Scripts.  

http://www.dpbolvw.net/click-2443072-10422158
http://www.dpbolvw.net/click-2443072-10422158
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¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘȅ L ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ CŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎƻ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ 

using it. My reason for that is to make you aware of alternate methods. Fantastico 

will still work, but Simple Scripts is more secure and releases updates more 

frequently. 

USING SIMPLE SCRIPTS 

²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƛƳǇƭŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǎ ƛŎƻƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŀ page that lists all 

the programs that are available through the installation wizard.  

It should look something like this: 
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As you can see there are a variety of programs that can help you add some really 

cool features to the websites in your hosting account.  

I know wŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L ǊŜŀƭly 

like about Host Monster is how easy they make it for you to create some top 

quality sites with very powerful functionality.   

To install our forum wŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ {ƛƳǇƭŜ aŀŎƘƛƴŜǎ CƻǊǳƳ 

(SMF) which ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ άŦƻǊǳƳǎέΦ  

 

ǇƘǇ.. ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ 

Simple Machines Forum is the one I use and prefer. 

If you click on ΨSimple Machines ForumΩ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ SMF details page. There 

ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴǎƘƻǘǎ ƻŦ {aC ƛƴ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ  

Also at the very bottom of that page is the installation link. You can see what that 

page will look like below. 

 

http://www.dpbolvw.net/click-2443072-10422158
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²Ƙŀǘ L ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άaŀƎƛŎ .ǳǘǘƻƴέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ-touch installation that LΩǾŜ 

been ǇǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ {ƛƳǇƭŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǎ ŦƻǊΦ Lƴ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǘǿƻ-ǘƻǳŎƘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ 

pretty darn easy.  

Clicking the ΨLƴǎǘŀƭƭ bƻǿΩ button will bring us to the installation options page. 

IŜǊŜ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƻǿ ƻǳǊ forum will be installed on the server.  

¢ƻ ōŜ ŎƭŜŀǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ L ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŜǊ LΩƳ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ 

account is stored on. 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀƎŜΦ The 

first is which version you wanǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭΦ L ǎŜŎƻƴŘ {ƛƳǇƭŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ 

to choose the latest version. 

The second question is which directory you want Simple Scripts to be installed on. 

This decision is entirely up to you, depending on your plans for the site.  
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For example, if you plan to make the website a forum and a forum only, and keep 

it that way, you can leave the directory box empty. This will install the forum in 

your root directory. 

However, if you plan to have the forum be just one part of the whole website, I 

recommend installing it in a sepŀǊŀǘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άŦƻǊǳƳǎέ. To do this 

ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǿǊƛǘŜ άŦƻǊǳƳǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ōƻȄ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψ κ Ψ ǎȅƳōƻƭΦ  

For demonstration purposes I chose to install the forum on SiteRoast.com in the 

άǘŜǎǘ-ŦƻǊǳƳέ directory. That means that if this were a real installation, visitors 

would be able to access my forum by going to the following address (my Access 

URL):  

http:// www.SiteRoast.com/test-forum 

You can see your Access URL in blue text below the second question. If you set up 

your forum as I have recommended your Access URL would look something like 

this: 

http://www.YourSite.com/forums 

Important >>wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ !ŎŎŜǎǎ ¦w[ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ƛǘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 

forum on the web. 

And voila! ̧ ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 

beauty of Simple Scripts.  


